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In this month's e-journal: 
1. Breaking News & Time Critical Matters
1.1. Paralegal Wanted Willing to Relocate to Bermuda 
The highly regarded Bermudian law firm of Mello Jones & Martin is looking for a paralegal or legal executive willing to relocate to Bermuda. Read more >>
1.2. New Batch of Regulations Commenced 6th April
A host of new regulations affecting businesses came into force this month on one of the two common commencement dates (CCDs) each year - 6th April and 1st October. Find out about the April CCDs. Read more >>
1.3. Family Law Changes Commenced 6th April
Parts of the Family Procedure Rules 2010 came into force on 6th April. Read more >>

Also from 6th April the majority of litigants seeking certain family law related court orders will be expected to first attend a Mediation Information Assessment Meeting before making their court application. The Law Society of England & Wales has issued as practice note on the matter giving guidance to practitioners. Read more >>
1.4. Changes to Companies House Fees From 6th April
A wide variety of Companies House fees changed on 6th April. Some fees were actually reduced! Read more >>
1.5. Change in Information Required to Make a Stamp Duty Land Tax Return
The introduction of a new IT system will change the way SDLT returns are submitted to assist in the management of Stamp Duty Land Tax is planned to be introduced in July 2011. However the return forms are being amended from this month. Read more >>
1.6. Government Funding Available to Legal Employers for Training
The Institute of Paralegals is partnering government to promote a new government funding scheme to support work-based learning. Legal employers can access a straightforward, non-bureaucratic programme under which all/any their new/existing staff who meet simple criteria can be wholly or largely funded to receive national qualifications whilst working. Two top-ten law firms have already joined the Programme, looking to professionalise, respectively, their accounts and library staff. Read more >> 
1.7. Get 20 Copies of Your CV Printed for Free
Staples the stationery store is offering to print up to 20 copies of your CV for free. Download the voucher and see the offer in detail by clicking here. Ends 31st December 2011. Read more >> 
1.8. New Mortgage Repossession & Debt Recovery Enforcement Courses Launched
The well-regarded law agency Ashley Taylors has over thirty years experience in representing solicitors' firms and others in County Court hearings. They have put their expertise to good use and through their training arm Ashley Taylors Legal Training are now offering the above two courses online. The Institute of Paralegals has recognised both courses as Mandatory Courses as part of its Route to Qualification career path for professional paralegals. Both courses are Mandatory Courses for Qualified Paralegal status and both lead to a legal qualification from the Institute (LPQ Certificate in Mortgage Repossession Practice and LPQ Certificate in Debt Recovery (Enforcement) Practice). Read more >>.
2. Company & Commercial
2.1. Change to the Default Retirement Age
The default retirement age has now been removed. The changes apply to every business with employees.
What does this means for you, your business and your clients? Read more >>
2.2. Companies House Launches Online Registration Service
Since 6th April it has been possible to incorporate private limited companies on-line via a new Companies House service. Read more >>
2.3. Bribery Act Coming into Force 1st July
The Ministry of Justice has published guidance to help businesses understand the Act and when it is applicable. Read more >>
3. Current Consultations
3.1. Department for Communities & Local Government
Planning for traveller sites
Draft Statistics Plan for 2011-12
Best value: new draft statutory guidance
Relaxation of planning rules for change of use from commercial to residential
The Draft Housing Revenue Account (Accounting Practices) Directions 2011
Future of local public audit
Sustainable Communities Act 2007: Inspiring the Big Society
Proposed amendments to the Architects Act 1997
Proposals to introduce a Community Right to Challenge
Proposals to introduce a Community Right to Buy - assets of community value
Read more >>
3.2. Department of Work & Pensions
European Social Fund: support for families with multiple problems
A state pension for the 21st century
Sharing customer data between DWP and local authorities
Local support to replace Community Care Grants and Crisis Loans for living expenses
Preparing for automatic enrolment
Read more >>
3.3. Home Office
Review of police leadership and training
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour
Access to elected office
Ending age discrimination in services, public functions and associations
A code of practice relating to surveillance cameras
New code of practice on the use of CCTV systems andsurveillance camera systems
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission
Relaunch of amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001
Civil partnerships on religious premises
Read more >>
3.4. Law Commission
Consumer Redress for Misleading and Aggressive Practices
Read more >>
3.5. Solicitors Regulation Authority
Equality Framework and Engagement Strategy For 2011/12
Read more >>
4. Contract Law & Deeds
4.1. The Importance of Boilerplate Clauses
The solicitors' firm Clifford Chance consider the recent case law on boilerplate clauses, which demonstrates the need to understand the benefits that boilerplate clauses can provide, but also their limits. Read more >>
4.2. Consumer Expectation the Vital Element in Contract Fairness, Says OFT
The Office of Fair Trading has set out the criteria it will use to judge whether or not consumer contracts are unfair and should be investigated by it. The crucial factor determining the fairness of contracts will be the consumer's understanding of what the contract means. Read more >>
4.3. Executing Deeds - a Handy Guide
The Land Registry publishes a handy free guide about the execution of deeds. In particular it is useful for identifying who needs to sign deeds on behalf of companies, limited liability partnerships etc, and the wording to use. Read more >>
5. Criminal Law
5.1. New Time Limits for Criminal Defence Disclosures
New regulations from the Ministry of Justice have amended the time limits for defence disclosure in criminal cases (an increase to 28 days in Crown Court cases). Read more >>
6. Employment
6.1. Employees Exploiting Information Acquired During Employment
The problems that can occur when employees seek to exploit knowledge, information, and opportunities obtained during the course of their employment for their own financial gain are highlighted in a recent case. Read more >>
6.2. An Update on Vicarious Liability
The law on vicarious liability is revisited after a recent case. Read more >> 
7. Family Law
7.1. Pre-Nuptial Agreements Are Here to Stay: Who Wins?
An analysis of the consequences of the widely publicised recent case. Read more >>
7. Family Law
7.1. Pre-Nuptial Agreements Are Here to Stay: Who Wins?
An analysis of the consequences of the widely publicised recent case. Read more >>
8. Hong Kong
8.1. Arbitration Ordinance
The new Arbitration Ordinance will come into operation on 1st June. Read more >>
8.2. e-Registry Launched
Companies House has launched its e-Registry service - a one-stop location for electronic incorporation and business registration. Read more >>
8.3. Matrimonial Proceedings and Property (Amendment) Ordinance 2010
The Department of Justice has prepared a brief setting out the main features of the Ordinance. Read more >>
9. Institute of Paralegals News
9.1. U.K.'s First Open Online Paralegal Forum
Last month, the Institute opened the UK's first online Paralegal Forum where anyone, whether Institute members or not, can discuss paralegal issues, hear essential news, post vacancies and seek work, ask for advice and assistance, hook up with other paralegals locally and refer work. There are already well over 200 members. Anyone interested can view/join the Forum for free. Free registration at www.linkedin.com is required. Then just type "Paralegal Forum" into the groups search facility.
9.2. Special Lexis/Nexis Discounts for Institute of Paralegal Members
The Institute of Paralegals has agreed with Lexis/Nexis that Institute members are entitled to a special discount on any legal LexisNexis periodicals listed on the dedicated Lexis/Nexis web-page. Read more >>
9.3. IOP Presents Paper at Association of Law Teachers Conference
The Institute presented a joint paper at the Association of Law Teachers' 46th annual conference this month in partnership with the law school at the University of Portsmouth. The theme of the paper was the overwhelming need for undergraduate law degrees to include professional legal training.
9.4. Mixed Lobbying Results
The IOP has had mixed lobbying results recently:
- Our approach to Lord Neuberger (head of the civil justice system in England and Wales) about greater recognition of the growing paralegal presence in civil cases was received with warmth and interest.
- Our request to the Law Reform Commission that it undertake a fundamental review of the rights, status, recognition and obligations of paralegals as professional legal practitioners was turned down.
- The reason given was that the Legal Services Act 2007 was such recent legislation that the whole matter was still in the political arena and therefore outside their scope.
- Our three year lobby of the Judicial Appointments Commission to have them reconsider the eligibility of paralegals for junior judicial posts was successful. The JAC now acknowledges that senior paralegals are eligible to apply for judicial positions at first-tier tribunals
- Our request to the Minister at the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills that paralegals be added to the list of persons authorised to advise on employee compromise agreements was rejected. The Minister cited an informal review of the list of approved advisers a few years ago which, he claimed, showed no demand for an extension of the list of authorised advisers.
- We lobbied the Legal Services Board Consumer Panel arguing against the regulation of will writers and arguing, in the alternative, that if regulation were to be pursued it be done so with a sufficiently light touch that consumers could continue to access affordable, accessible and user-friendly paralegal advisors. 
9.5. Support and Advice to Institute Members Being Made Redundant
Any Institute members who have Registered Paralegal, Certified Paralegal or Qualified Paralegal status with the Institute can use the free Samaritans-type advice/support helpline for legal practitioners run by LawCare (www.lawcare.org.uk). However anyone can download and use their advice leaflet on the subject. Read more >>
9.6. Institute Members Can Access Over 80 Prestigious Clubs Worldwide
All Institute members are automatically eligible to join the Royal Over Seas Club, with clubhouses in London and Edinburgh. Members are also eligible to join at the significantly reduced corporate membership rates. Upon joining the ROSC, members become immediately eligible to enjoy short term access to over 80 other clubs when travelling overseas. There are reciprocal clubs in Australia, Brunei, Canada, Canary Islands, Channel Islands, Gibraltar, Hong Kong, India, Kenya, Malaysia, New Zealand, Nigeria, Northern Ireland, Pakistan, Philippines, Scotland, Singapore, South Africa, Spain and the USA. For more information click here. The Institute is listed in the corporate rates section. 
9.7. Equality & Human Rights Commission
The Institute has been singled out for positive mention in the Commission's recent report "Equally Professional topic report: Diversity monitoring in professional bodies." 
9.8. New Mortgage Repossession & Debt Recovery Enforcement Courses Launched
The well-regarded law agency Ashley Taylors has over thirty years experience in representing solicitors' firms and others in County Court hearings. They have put their expertise to good use and through their training arm Ashley Taylors Legal Training are now offering the above two courses online. The Institute of Paralegals has recognised both courses as Mandatory Courses as part of its Route to Qualification career path for professional paralegals. Both courses are Mandatory Courses for Qualified Paralegal status and both lead to a legal qualification from the Institute (LPQ Certificate in Mortgage Repossession Practice and LPQ Certificate in Debt Recovery (Enforcement) Practice). Read more >>
10. Intellectual Property
10.1. Employee Inventions: Sharing the Profit
An employee who made an invention in respect of which his employer secured a patent was entitled to a fair share of the employer's £23m royalties. Read more >>
10.2. Trade Marks and the Internet: Invisible Infringements - Banners, Reserved Words and Metatags
On 3rd March, the Court of Appeal gave judgment in an important case re the use of trade marks on the internet, including in banner advertising, reserved words and metatags. Read more >>
11. Legal Aid
11.1. Community Legal Advice Service Changes 
From 6th April, access to Community Legal Advice (CLA) online services will change as the website closes. Information about legal aid and how to access CLA services, including the legal adviser directory and the eligibility calculator will be moving to Directgov (the government website that has information about government services). Read more >>
12. Legal Education
12.1. New Mortgage Repossession & Debt Recovery Enforcement Courses Launched
The well-regarded law agency Ashley Taylors has over thirty years experience in representing solicitors' firms and others in County Court hearings. They have put their expertise to good use and through their training arm Ashley Taylors Legal Training are now offering the above two courses online. The Institute of Paralegals has recognised both courses as Mandatory Courses as part of its Route to Qualification career path for professional paralegals. Both courses are Mandatory Courses for Qualified Paralegal status and both lead to a legal qualification from the Institute (LPQ Certificate in Mortgage Repossession Practice and LPQ Certificate in Debt Recovery (Enforcement) Practice). Read more >>
13. Litigation
13.1. Expert Witness Immunity Removed After 400 Years
On 30th March the Supreme Court held that there to be no justification for continuing to hold expert witnesses immune from suit in relation to evidence they give in Court or for views they express in anticipation of Court proceedings. Read more >>
13.2. Evidence Obtained From Rubbish Bins Not Unlawful
In Consolidated Contractors International v Masri [2011] EWCA Civ 21, enquiry agents searched through documents discarded as rubbish on the pavement outside the offices of the judgment debtors, made copies of some documents, returning the originals to the bin. The copy documents were adduced as evidence in support of an application for committal for contempt. The judgment debtors argued that the documents had been obtained illegally and should be excluded from evidence. Read more >> (NB report is item # 10). 
The Court of Appeal endorsed the judge's conclusion that there was not even a prima facie case of unlawfulness, whether on the basis of theft, trespass or breach of confidentiality. It therefore refused the application for disclosure. The judgment is also of interest regarding the extent to which the source of information in an affidavit or witness statement must be identified. The judgment creditor's solicitor had sworn on affidavit that the enquiry agents had confirmed that they had used these methods previously and that their conduct had not been criticised by the court. The judgment debtors sought an order requiring the solicitor to identify the source of this information by name, based on paragraph 4.2 of practice direction 32 of the Civil Procedure Rules which states that an affidavit must "indicate" the source for any matters based on information or belief. (Note that there is an identical requirement for witness statements at paragraph 18.2 of the same practice direction).
The Court of Appeal interpreted this requirement as meaning that, save in exceptional cases, the deponent must identify the source with sufficient certainty to enable the opponent to investigate the information or belief. The court therefore held that the individual who provided the information must be identified, together with the enquiry agent by which he or she was employed.
13.3. Transcripts of Judicial Proceedings
Anew version of the Inner Temple Library's guide to sources of transcripts of judicial proceedings in England & Wales is now available as a 165-page PDF document. This new edition has a greatly expanded coverage of tribunals. The single-use license costs £19.99. Further information and details of how to order the guide can be found by clicking here.
14. Professional Matters
14.1. Former Chairman of the Bar Voices Concerns About Paralegals, Costs and Too Many Lawyers
The Law Society Gazette reports on a speech by Nick Green, QC ex-Chairman of the Bar about burgeoning paralegal ranks and other concerns. Read more >>
14.2. VAT Status of Disbursements in Your Bills to Clients
The VAT treatment of disbursements listed in your bills to clients is not always clear-cut. The Law Society of England and Wales has produced a useful practice note that you may find helpful. Read more >>
14.3. Rethinking the Legal Profession in the 21st Century - Speech by Lord Justice Carnwath
Interesting speech by Lord Justice Carnwath, Senior President of Tribunals about rethinking the legal profession in the 21st century and future models for delivering legal services, given at the Commonwealth Law Conference this year. Read the speech.
14.4. Tribunal Suspends Solicitor Over a 19 Year Delay in Settling an Estate
The Law Society Gazette reports on a remarkable Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal hearing. Read more >> 
15 Property
15.1. Definition of Vacant Possession
The definition of vacant possession could be due for a shake up as the Court of Appeal is being asked to clarify the law. Read more >>
15.2. Land Registry Guidance on Statements of Truth
The Land Registry has issued a practice note detailing requirements relating to statements of truth which support applications to the Registry. Read more >> 
16. Paid/Unpaid Public Committee Vacancies

The Council for Licensed Conveyancers is seeking to appoint the Chair and Deputies to its newly established Adjudication Panel. The Panel has been created to streamline our committees including appeal mechanisms and create one new group that will address most appeal issues. Read more >>

As above, but in respect of six members of the Adjudication Panel. Read more >>
17. Quick Links
The Paralegal website: click here
The Institute of Paralegals: click here
The New Law Journal: click here
LexisNexis special discounts for Institute members: click here
Ashley Taylors Legal Training: click here
18. Contact Information
Outside the United Kingdom fax: +44 207 904 3750
Articles, news items and comment welcomed. Please contact the Editor at editor @ theParalegal.org (note breaks in link)
Within the United Kingdom phone: 02070 999 122
Outside the United Kingdom phone: +44 2070 999 122
Within the United Kingdom fax: 0207 904 3750
Outside the United Kingdom fax: +44 207 904 3750
The Editor
The Paralegal
c/o Institute of Paralegals
No.1 Poultry
London EC2A 8JR
United Kingdom
www.theParalegal.org
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